SOMERSET. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Willi  ton  Rural  District  Councils 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health 
and  Sanitation  of  your  District  for  the  year  1943. 

The  District  extends  over  an  area  of  97,000  acres  and  for  about 
32  miles  along  the  shores  of  the  Bristol  Channel. 

«  v  ♦ 

The  population  of  the  District  is  estimated  at  12,710,  and  the 
estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  3,626. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £62,512,  and  the  sum  of  £265.15.10.  is 
represented  by  one  penny  rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar  General*  3  Return  shows  186  births  of  which  103  were 
males  and  83  females. 

The  birth  rate  is  therefore  14.63  per  1000. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Return  of  deaths  shows  I69,  (81  males  and  88 
females),  and  this  gives  a  death  rate  of  13.29  per  1000. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  were  7*  which  gives  an 
Infant  Mortality  of  37*63 . 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever  or 

Diphtheria  • 


HEALTH  S3RVICKS. 

There  is  an  Isolation  Hospital,  known  as  the  Minehead  and  Willi  ton 
Hospital,  where  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  (other  than  Small  Pox) 
which  cannot  be  satisfactorily  Isolated  at  home  are  sent. 

Thera  is  a  Steam  Disinfector  where  all  bedding  and  clothing  can  be 
disinfected,  and  a  motor  ambulance  provided,  In  which  infectious  cases 
can  be  removed  from  their  homes  to  the  Hospital. 

The  County  Authorities  have  a  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Polden  Hills  to 
which  any  case  occurring  in  the  District  can  go. 

The  County  have  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Minehead  at  which 
Dr.  Short,  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  or  Dr.  Martyn,  the  Assistant 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  attends  every  Thursday,  and  to  which  all  residents 
in  the  District  can  go  for  examination. 

A  Lady  Health  Visitor  visits  every  known  case  and  reports  upon  it. 

Care  Committees  have  been  formed  in  the  District,  who,  when  necessary, 
provide  extra  nourishment  in  needy  cases. 

In  needful  cases  a  shelter  Is  provided  on  the  recommendation  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

There  is  no  Institution  in  the  District  which  provides  for  unmarried 
Mothers,  Illegitimate  Children  or  Homeless  Children,  other  than  the 
Public  Assistance  Institution. 
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Infectious  Diseases*  Number  of  Cases  Notified,  Removed  to  Hospital,  Deaths# 
Small  Pox. 

Scarlet  Fever.  2  2 

Diphtheria.  2  2 

Enteric  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Pneumonia  •  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargies. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum# 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

Erysipelas. 


Totals. 


6 


4  Nil. 


Diphtheria . 


A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  kept  by  the  and  can  be 

supplied  at  any  time  when  required,  and  in  doubtful  cases,  swabs  aro  sent  to 
the  County  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Pneumonia  # 

•  *  *  0  • 

2  eases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Fever#  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Puerperal  Sepsis  and  Ophthalmia 

tfeonatoruin.  There  were  no  cases  during  the  year,”* 

Arrangements  regarding  Puerperal  cases  are  made  by  the  County 

Authorities  as  follows s- 


Hospital. 

Class  of  Cases  Admitted 

Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 

O.N. 

P.F. 

& 

P  .P. 

Bridgwater  Hospital, 

O.N. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P. 

Wells  oc  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

O.N. 

P.F. 

& 

P.P. 

Yeovil  &  District  Hospital. 

O.N. 

P.F, 

& 

P.P. 

Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 

O.N. 

Chard  &  District  Hospital# 

P.F. 

& 

p.p. 

Nurees. 

*  *  >  •  *  •  #  \  *  .  •  .  .  .  .  j 

Application  is  made  by  the  Doctor  in  charge  of  the  case  direct  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  a  nurse  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases 

For  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  usually  the  nurse 
associated  with  the  case  is  retained,  but  in  special  cases  a  fully  trained 
nurse  in  addition  is  sent,  if  application  is  made  direct  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  explaining  the  special  necessity. 


TUHERCULOSIS . 

21  Cases  were  notified  -  18  Respiratory,  3  Non-Re  spiratory. 

There  were  5  deaths  -  3  Respiratory  and  2  Non-Re  spiratory# 

WATER  SUPPLY# 

Private  enterprise  is  chiefly  responsible  for  pipe  borne  water  in  most 
of  the  Villages  in  the  District,  the  District  Council  being  responsible  for 
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comparatively  few* 


For  instance,  there  are  private  water  supplies  in  14  Villages,  in  11 
Villages  the  supply  belongs  to  the  District  Council,  leaving  7  without  a 
piped  water  supply. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Authorities,  the  Public  and  Private 
Water  Supplies  are  periodically  examined,  by  this  means  a  defective  supply 
can  soon  be  discovered* 

Most  of  the  7  villages  without  a  piped  water  supply  are  scattered  and 
the  inhabitant©  depend  upon  isolated  springs  and  wells* 

There  is  not  much  cause  for  comment  for  the  water  supply  of  the  Dlstricl 

as  a  whole* 

The  question  of  a  new  water  supply  for  Luekwell  Bridge  in  the  Parish 
of  Cutcombe  is  in  hand,  also  for  the  Parish  of  Monksilver  and  surrounding 

area* 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Most  of  the  larger  Villages  have  a  systoa  of  piped  sewers  which  are 
kept  in  good  working  order.  The  Villages  of  Roadwater,  Bosaington  and 
Holford  are  however  atill  unsewered* 

A  Scheme  has  been  prepared  to  provide  a  system  of  sewers  for  the  whole 
of  the  Parish  of  Selworthy,  which  will  include  Allerford  and  Boosington,  and 
the  same  is  now  before  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their  approval. 

A  Local  Inquiry  by  the  kiinistry  of  Health  has  been  held,  but  the 
outbreak  of  ar  has  caused  the  Government  to  with-hold  their  consent. 

An  extension  of  the  sewer  has  been  carried  out  at  Monksilver  to  take 
the  drainage  from  2  War  Agricultural  Cottages  that  have  been  erected. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  are  no  closely  built  or  populous  centres  in  the  District,  where 
closets  on  the  conservancy  system  remain  in  any  great  quantity.  There  are 
still,  however,  scattered  Privies  and  Karth  Closets  in  the  District,  and 
these  are  to  be  found  in  every  Parish. 


SCAVrMlING. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  in  the  District  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Council  in  a  very  thorough  manner*  and  practically  the  whole  of  the  Rural 
Area  had  its  refuse  collected,  but  as  a  war  economy  measure  the  area  of 
collection  baa  been  slightly  curtailed,  and  the  Intervals  between  collect¬ 
ions  increased. 

Dumps  are  provided  as  follows  i- 

1.  At  Bossington  with  a  forced  draught  Incinerator  to  serve  Porlock, 
Luccombe,  Selworthy,  Wootton  Courtenay  and  Minehead  Without* 

2.  At  Punster  with  a  forced  draught  Incinerator  to  serve  Dunster, 
Timberecorabe,  Cutcombe,  Carhampton,  V/ithycombe  and  half  of  the  Parish  of 

Old  Cleeve* 

3*  At  Woolston  to  serve  Williton,  Treborough,  Luxborough,  half  of  the 
Parish  of  Old  Cleeve,  Nettlecombe,  Elworthy,  Brampton  Ralph,  Monksilver, 
Clatworthy,  Stogumbor,  Bic knoll er  and  Sanpford  Brett. 
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4.  At  Stringston  to  serve  Stringaton,  Do&ington,  Stogursey,  Tost  and  East 
quantoxhead,  Kilve,  Holford  and  Kilt an. 

The  collections  are  made  monthly  for  Porlock,  Williton  and  Dunster, 
and  quarterly  elsewhere* 

The  whole  of  the  collections  are  made  by  means  of  a  modern  covered 
Dust  loss  Motor  Vehicle  5  and  there  is  no  waste  or  unsightliness  during 
transit* 

StmfrSY  OF  WORKS  DONE  BY  THE  3flWITARY  INSPECTORS. 


Inspections  *  * .  491 

Re -inspections. . .  524 

Total 


Houses  Re-drained  ...  17 
New  W.C’a  Provided  ...  10 
Premises  Limed  &  Cleansed  18 
Dairy  Inspections  .  * .  57 


...  1,015 

Premises  Disinfected 

Milk  Samples  for  Examination  • 

Water  Samples  for  Analysis... 


SCHOOLS. 


The  Sanitary  Condition  and  water  supply  to  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  are  on  the  whole  good. 

SAHITAHT  AIMUTISTRATIOT . 

The  Sanitary  Staff  consists  of  Hr.  B.E.  Jackman,  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Surveyor,  a  whole  time  Officer,  who  holds  the 
Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  as  a  Qualified  inspector,  and  is  a 
Member  of  the  Municipal  and  County  Engineers,  also  a  Fellow  of  the 
Incorporated  Association  of  Surveyors. 


The  additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  H.B.  Perrett,  M.S.I.A.,  who  is 
also  a  Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods,  has  joined  H.M,  Forces. 


The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  farce  In  the  Di strict t- 

Publie  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts  1890. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act.  I89O. 

housing* 

t  *  m  t  «  «  •  '* 

7  Cottages  have  been  reconditioned  during  the  year,  and  7  more  are  in 

hand. 


4  Wur  Agricultural  Cottages  have  been  erected  in  the  District,  and 
7  sites  for  post-war  housing  have  been  selected. 


E.  ATKXHSOff. 


Medi.cal  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  Willi ton  Rural  District  Council, 
Somerset. 
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